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The aim of this article is o give a concise account of the
Du-legba (pl. legbawo) cull as practised among the Ewe of
Ghana. (1) The Du-lagba {du = town} cult is only one aspect of the
rather complex legba cult found among the Ewe of Ghana, Togo
and Dahomey. U distinguishes Hself from the other legba culls
net so much through the culward appearance Qm mm cull figures
but through the fact that it is predominantly a i devoted o
the welfare of the whole community. The ww m Du-legba’s
chisf sphere of activity is io @wﬁwﬁ the village or town from
misfortune, evil, sickness, and such-like and to act as & - messen-
ger between man and some of the gods. This cult still enjovs great
%mwam and popularity.

The mxgmmmwm%m are found situated at various places within the
town or village, The most usual location would seem to be al
the m;m%r entrance to the settlemsnt. The reason given for this
was that a Du-leghsa must be st the enlrance m the town to pra-
vant sickness from entering. in ong instance 1 came across a il
lage which has two Du-legbawo, one placed at each of r =) w%
gates of the town. in other fﬁm nces | was informed that
gures are placed at the genty 2 town or on the spot %y G
the founder of the fown first %mwﬁm When the Du-legba s not
sttuated In any of these locations it is because the L ﬁwﬁ m?i
has determined where it wishes to be erscted ﬂ% wﬁam@m
oy desires: are ascertained by consultl xm afa. 42 @ wmw&%
communicate directly with the Du-legba. One can @mE astablish
contact thiough divination

The Du-legbawo which | have come across sometimes con-
sisted merely of a roughly modelied head on a more or less
conically shaped body without Hmbs of any kind or at other times
they took the form of a seated figure with stumpy arms and oul-
streiched legs, or of a torso with head and rudimentary arme.
The figures if male sometimes have a penis though the organ is
almost never of a size which could be described as dispropor-
tionately large. | did indeed see some Du-legbawo which were
claimed o be male and had no organ. Female Du-legbawo are
apparently rare in the areas in which | worked. They are de-
picted with both breasts and female genitalia. There is usually no
detalled modeliing of facial features. One Informant in fact told
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me that a Du-legha should not be loo realistic. Cowrles form the
ayes and the figure is often draped from the neck downwards
with a white cloth, or has a necldsce of palm-ribs. Al times the
Du-tegbs has 2 stick propped up against s side 1o throw at evil
epirls,

Generally these figures vary between two and three fest in height,
The Hedezranowo figure s unususily large and stands over four
teet high. if the figure Is In an exposed place then a llle roof of
paim thateh s erected to protect B from rain. In more orosper-
ous and “progressive” villages the thalch roof is replaced by
one of corrugated iron sheels or of cement which saves the
trouble of repalrs. In a bowl in front of the figurs or simply
thrown down onto the ﬁwmgm are usuaily o be found penniles
{often dating from colonial days) cowries, pieces of challk, palm
nuis and kola nuts,

i was repsatedly emphasized 1o me that 3 Du-legba must
always be male. The statement that & Du-legba can only be male
seems to need some revision in light of the fact that at Adafisnu
there Is what was delinltely described to me as a female Du-legba,
She is looksd upon as the “wife” of the male Du-legba. | think
that the Idea behind the statement is probably that & female Du-
legba cannot be the only Du-legba in the village. i there iz only
one then it must be male. | have not, however had the opportu-
nity of checking this mmmﬁmaai out.

Only a high ranking priest is allowed o construct the Du-
legba. An individual does not decide that a Du-legba must be
erected. it is always a community decision. Before a Du-legha
can be constructed permission must be asked from Mawu the
Supreme Being and from the earth. The Du-legbsa figurs is always
modelied out of clay. itis not fired nor Is it necessarily smoothed or
polished in any way. The essential substances are first pul inlto
& small pot which is then buried and the Du-legba figure is bullt
over and arcund this. It is not the figure ilself which ie of para-
mount importance, The clay figure is said o have been inlro-
duced in days gone by to frighten people and 1o remind them of
the powerful substances buried at that particular spot Usually
ingredients such as the skin and blood of wild animals, human
hair, parts of a snake, leaves. grasses, malze, beans, frult and
ginger are burled beneath the figure. However, the most import-
ant substance is undoubtedly the special ama (herb) which ulti-
mately gives the Du-legba its powsr. In eariier times it appears
that human belings were not 80 much sacrificed to the Du-legha
as used as a powerful ingredient in their construction. Other
than the clay figure 2 Du-legba has no shvine and is slways to be
found standing in the open.

in some districts | was told myths which atiribute the origin
of the Legbs cult to an apotheosized human being. | must, however,
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